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First Parish at 
General Assembly

Four folks from First Parish proudly 
represented us at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association’s General Assmebly in 
Portland, Oregon in June.  You can find 
information about the business agenda 
and program at www.uua.org/ga or 
you can ask Jenn Cartee (crafter of our 
banner, above), Mark Robel, Robin 
Barraza, or Parisa Parsa about their 
experience.  

If you’re interested in getting a 
taste of Unitarian Universalism beyond 
Milton, consider attending the UU 
New England Conference in Worces-
ter on Saturday, October 27.  Visit 
www.mbduua.org/programs-events/fall-
conference for more information.

Notes on the 
Parish Committee 
Retreat

By Chris Pitt, 
Parish Committee Member

Summer vacation – a time of rest, 
reflection, rejuvenation.  The Parish 
Committee, our governing board, has 
taken the summer both to rest from the 
regular press of church business and to 
gear up for the new church year.  

On Saturday July 28, as the sum-
mer work on our own church buildings 
neared completion, the Parish Com-
mittee traveled to historic First Parish 
in Dorchester for a full-day retreat, 
to introduce its new members to the 
secret handshake and set its goals and 
priorities for the year.  While sharing 
our impressions of what worked well 
and not-so-well last year, we divided up 
responsibility for major areas of leader-
ship focus – Financial Stewardship, 
Growth and Organizational Develop-
ment – and set goals and timelines 
for each.  Specific goals for Financial 
Stewardship include raising the remain-
ing $38,000 needed to complete our 
immediate building improvement plans 
by February 1, 2008, and completing 
the transition to a spring annual budget 
drive – including the six-month exten-
sion of last fall’s pledges.  The Growth 
group will focus on methods to more 

actively welcome newcomers and ef-
fectively integrate them into the flow of 
First Parish life, with a specific goal of 
increasing our adult constituency from 
305 to 350 during this church year 
– ambitious but feasible.  Under Orga-
nizational Development, we will contin-
ue efforts to strengthen our use of staff 
and committees in support of the work 
of the Parish, with particular emphasis 
on the Membership and Finance Com-
mittees and Adult RE.  There will be a 
comprehensive review of the By-laws.  
And, we will look more closely at the 
ways we communicate – internally, 
with staff and our own members, and 
externally as we advertise and publicize 
the things First Parish does in the world 
and what UU’s are all about.  

Your Parish Committee is excited 
about the prospects for the new church 
year, and looking forward to seeing 
and hearing from each of you as we 
share the challenges of moving forward 
together.

Chris Pitt can be reached at 
617.333.4992 or cspitt@comcast.net

Parish Committee Chair, Tracey Robin-
son can be reached at 617.696.3886 or 

tracey_robinson@harvard.edu

See who’s on the Parish Committee 
on page 9
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE MINISTER 
PARISA PARSA

One of the songs in our new songbook 
has this first verse:  
When we trust the wisdom in each of us, 
Ev’ry color ev’ry creed and kind.
And we see our faces in each other’s eyes,
Then our heart is in a holy place.

As I anticipate our return to regular 
Sunday morning worship, that verse 
(written by Joyce Poley) plays over in 
my mind. I can picture those of you 
who are regular worshipers and look 
forward to being close enough to see 
our faces in each other’s eyes, and to 
hear about the places you have found 
holy in our time apart.  I can’t wait.  

First Parish, in this particular 
Meetinghouse, has been a sacred space 
to almost a dozen generations now.  
Through those years people of all kinds 
have passed through here, from farmers 
to prominent speakers and intellectuals 
(I understand Booker T. Washington 
once spoke here!)  No doubt those 
folks had all kinds of different shapes 
and sizes, hopes and hurts, histories 
and futures.  This summer we took the 
first step to ensuring that all people 
would be able to join us for worship 
and fellowship far into the future.  We 
completed the first phase of work to 
make our buildings more physically 
accessible.  

Church has been a noisy, dusty, 
place to be this summer, and one of 
the most delightful kinds of chaos I’ve 
ever experienced.  At one point, while 
I was trying to have a phone conversa-
tion while there was sawing and ham-
mering outside my office door, it came 
to me.  I realized finally why I was so 
giddy when under other circumstances 
I would have been maddeningly an-
noyed.  This is the sound of dreams 
coming true, I thought. Since long 
before I had even heard of First Parish 

some very dedicated folks have advo-
cated for a building that truly welcomes 
people regardless of physical ability.  
Even more people have worked hard 
to secure funding and draw up plans 
and compare bids and oversee the 
work as it progressed.  And still more 
folks – most of you – cheered them on 
and offered encouragement, kudos and 
can-do energy.  This year we truly open 
our doors more widely than we have 
ever been able to before.  And this is 
just the beginning.

The coming year is an invitation 
to explore how open we can make 
our doors as we explore the notion of 
radical hospitality and where it can take 
our spiritual journeys as individuals and 
as a community – indeed, how it can 
transform the world.

From the deepest place in me I say 
welcome back to us all at First Parish! 
May we make everything we can of 
this new year of exploration, consola-
tion, and celebration with this great 
community.

See you in church,

When Our Heart is in a Holy Place

“The Spiritual Act of 
Hospitality” 

September 23rd

Morning Worship  

We talk a great deal these 
days about the need to “grow 
the church”, but what does 
that mean for us spiritually?  
Would it be different if we 
thought about it in terms of 
“growing our souls”?  The 
Rev. Dr. Terasa Cooley, our 
Mass Bay District Executive, 
will speak about this for our 
service. 

12pm-2pm 

Workshop: “The Poten-
tial of Unitarian Univer-
salism”

Given our current congre-
gational trends and cultures, 
what might the future hold 
for Unitarian Universalism?  
Are we on an upward trend 
of being more relevant to 
people’s live and our sur-
rounding communities; or are 
we looking at gradually fading 
into an anachronism?  We will 
look at this question through 
sharing some contextual infor-
mation, engaging in personal 
exercises, and exploring some 
new possibilities. 

This is a session in”The Art and 
Craft of Leadership” series from 
the Massachusetts Bay District, 
and leaders from neighboring 
congregations will be invited.  

Please RSVP for child care.  
Lunch will be provided.
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In This 
Issue...

RE Classes Galore

Emma Jean welcomes 
newbies, travels to 

UUMN, leads songs, and 
more

The Calendar

Sally Patton is Coming

Reva’s Update

Little Note from Children & 
Youth Choir Directors

Cafe Blue Hills Begins 
Season 3

 September 9
Somebody’s Calling Your Name

The Rev. Parisa Parsa
Robin Barraza
Anne-Marie Barron, worship assistant

We return to Sunday morning worship 
with our annual pancake breakfast at 
9am, followed by a fun and festive 
intergenerational worship celebration.  
Bring the whole family!  Bring a friend!  
Bring your spirit and your love of this 
church!

September 16
Practice Makes Perfect

The Rev. Parisa Parsa
Judith Darrell-Kemp, worship assistant

This year, the Jewish High Holy Days 
and Ramadan overlap just as we begin 
to explore the spiritual themes of our 
own liturgical year.  This morning, we’ll 
consider the word and act of practice in 
the spiritual sense, and how we might 
practice together.

September 23
Radical Hospitality

The Rev. Terasa Cooley
The Rev. Parisa Parsa
Liz O’Rourke-Harris and Amy Kavadlo, 
worship assistants

See page 2 for details 

*Workshop after church, all church 
council meeting

Sundays in September

Ike’s House Kent’s Place

September 30
Band-Aids and Balms: What Heals 
Us?

The Rev. Parisa Parsa
Matthew Najarian, worship assistant

It’s easy to see the body’s healing pro-
cess when we have physical wounds: 
the skin repairs, sometimes a scar re-
mains and the body carries on. But what 
of other wounds? How do we make 
space for healing, and what does it look 
like? This is the first in our worship 
series on spiritual practices.

A Tale of Two Homes
Visit: www.fpmilton.blogspot.com to read up on the June relief trip 

of 19 FPers who travelled to Mississippi to perform community service. 
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Religious 
Education 
  at First Parish
Dear friends,

Welcome back to church!

I hope your summer brought rest and 
rejuvenation.  We have missed you 
here at First Parish.  The parish hall 
echoes with emptiness, the classrooms 
are dulled without the bright voices 
and busy activity of your children.  The 
Meetinghouse yearns to be enlivened 
by your voices lifted up in song, your 
greetings to one another, and Emma 
Jean’s magnificent organ playing.  I am 
so looking forward to another exciting 
new year together.

We have an exciting array of offer-
ings in religious education for children 
and youth outlined in your religious 
education packets which you will 
receive in your mailboxes shortly.  In 
this newsletter, I would like to highlight 
the opportunities for fellowship and 
deeper sharing at First Parish this year 
for adults at First Parish.  

We will be kicking off the year 
with a first annual Adult Religious 
Education fair immediately follow-
ing church on September 16th from 
11:45-1:00 pm in the activities room.  
Please come, share your ideas and in-
terests, and sign up for exciting courses 
offered this year (see below)…or offer 
to design, facilitate and teach your own!  
Hope to see you there.

Robin

Robin can be recahed at 617.698.6329 or 
dre@fpmilton.org

Parenting Faithfully 
Support Groups
Parents of school-aged children 
drop-in group

Contact: Rosine Afshar and Cheryl 
Giddings 

Dates and times TBA

This group will be a once monthly 
drop-in support group to discuss the 
challenges and rewards of parent-
ing school aged children with other 
parents.  For parents of children in 
preschool, kindergarten, and elementa-
ry school, this group will be led by two 
seasoned educators and is open to all.

Parents of adolescents drop-in 
group

Contact: Robin Barraza

Dates and times TBA

This group will be a once monthly 
drop-in support group to discuss the 
challenges and rewards of parenting 
adolescents with other parents.  For 
parents of children in middle school 
and high school.  Please see Robin 
Barraza for more information, or if 
you are interested in facilitating.

Parents of children with special 
needs

Contacts: Robin Barraza, Peter Sch-
neider and Mike Bello

Dates and times: third Thursdays start-
ing October 18; 6:30 pm-8:30 pm

Bring a brown bag dinner.  Child-
care is available upon request.  Please 

Continued on page 8

contact Robin Barraza.

Do you have a child with a learning 
difference such as giftedness or dyslex-
ia?  Do you have a child with a social, 
emotional or behavioral issue?  Does 
your child have a mental illness or a 
physical disability?  Would you like 
to discuss the challenges and rewards 
of parenting your special needs child 
with other parents?  This support 
group is for you.  This group will be 
facilitated by three folks from our First 
Parish community with diverse special 
expertise in the area of working with 
children and youth across the needs 
spectrum.  

The Wisdom of Love: Toward a 
Shared Inner Life

Based on the book of the same name 
by philosopher Jacob Needleman, 
this course will be an opportunity for 
couples to consider how they might 
support one another in deepening the 
search for personal meaning.  Cover-
ing topics including communication, 
argument, time, “money, work, sex, 
power, beauty,” intentional love and 
the practice of love, the course offers 
a space for couples to reflect on ways 
to strengthen their commitment to 
one another by exploring their inner 
lives together.  Participants will read 
and reflect on the different sections 
of Dr. Needleman’s work, and the 
Rev. Parsa will facilitate discussion and 
exercises based on the text.  Meets 
monthly, October through April.  

ADULT SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERINGS
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 Notes
    from the
Choir Loft
By Emma Jean Moulton, 
Music Director

During the coming year I hope all of 
you reading this newsletter will find 
yourself, at least once, and hopefully 
time and time again, transformed by 
the music at First Parish, moved spiritu-
ally toward your source of the Holy, 
by the hymns and songs of the con-
gregation, the choir and soloists at First 
Parish.  There is a movement within 
the UU denomination toward more lay 
participation.  I invite all of you to feel 
like the greater FP choir!  During the 
summer I attended some services of 
other denominations, and the singing 
I heard blew me away!  Yes, we have 
new songs we are learning, and we 
have people in our congregation from 
different, or no, religious traditions who 
are learning our UU hymns.  But I in-
vite you to enter into the spirit and sing 
with full heart and voice as we enter a 
new church year!

If you love to sing, please feel 
welcome to come to choir.  Sometimes 
we sing in the choir/organ loft with the 
pipe organ, other times we sing from 
the floor with the piano.  Meetinghouse 
Choir rehearsal begins the first Sunday 
(9/9) at 9 am.  Anthem:  “I Know I’ve 
Been Changed” (spiritual).  Location:  
Organ loft.

Introductions are due.  Leslie Kit-
tel, our former mezzo-soprano soloist, 
is moving over to lead the soprano 
section.  Taking her place with the altos 
is Brooke Larimer, who some of you 
heard sing in Brandon Grimes’ “Mass 
for a Dawning Age”.  Brandon is off to 
the University of Michigan, where he 
will major in vocal performance and 
theatre.  Taking his place in the tenor 
section is Sanjay Merchant.  Please 
welcome Brooke and Sanjay to our 

Meetinghouse Choir and the First Par-
ish fellowship.

Report of UU Musicians’ Con-
ference 
During the first (hot & humid) week 
of August, I gathered with 200 other 
UU musicians at the Clearwater Beach, 
Florida, UU Church, experiencing seven 
full days of singing and talking about 
music and worship.  Copyright infringe-
ment was a big topic, (Just don’t copy 
lyrics or music!) as well as recognizing 
the “flow” of worship.  We also had a 
great time with Heritage O.P., an excit-
ing percussion group from NYC, who 
taught us different Caribbean rhythms, 
and had us dancing to their salsa beat.  

The highlight of the conference was 
preparing and singing “Sources”, a UU 
cantata written especially for the con-
ference, with lyrics by Kendyl Gibbons 
and music by Jason Shelton.  (Look in 
the front of the grey hymnal, Singing 
the Living Tradition, for the complete 
“Sources”).  

Song-Leading Certification 
Program Update
As a UUMN Song-Leading Certification 
candidate, I attended special classes 
during the conference, beginning my 
second of three years of this program.  
I had written a 7-page overview of this 
past year’s music program, described 
the evolution of the music program 
since I inherited it from Ned Hastings 
(tiny choir, very critical, gray-haired 
congregation, no children’s choir, no 
Hunsaker music), listed the ten times I 
led in song at FP last year, and created 
a philosophy of music as ministry at FP.  
We are being encouraged to see our-
selves not just as music directors, but 
as a religious leader in our churches.  
Hence the name many UU music direc-
tors are assuming: Director of Music 
Ministry.  

Emma Jean can be reached at 
617.698.6329 or emmadon@aol.com

Brandon Grimes (right) leaves First Parish to study voice and theater 
at the University of Michigan



Special Events

Cafe Blue Hills 
Saturday, September 8th, 7 pm in the Parish Hall

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, September 9th, 9 am in the Parish Hall

Sunday Services Resume!
Sunday, September 9th, 10:30 am in the Meetinghouse

RE Resumes
Sunday, September 16th

Teacher Development Workshop    
Thursday and Friday, September 20th-21st, 6:30-9 pm

Autumn Equinox 
Friday, September 21st, 7pm in the Parish Hall

Radical Hospitality Workshop
Sunday, September 23rd, 12 pm in the Parish Hall

Cookout and Softball Game
Sunday, September 23rd, 2 pm at Houghton’s Pond

Sunday
2

9
Regular Sunday Services Resume

9 am, Pancake Breakfast, Parish Hall

10:30 am, Intergenerational Worship,  
Meetinghouse

11:30 am, Music Committee Meeting,  
Children’s Church

12 pm, Youth Group, Youth Room

16
RE Resumes

12 pm, Youth Group, Youth Room

12:30 pm, Parish Committee, Chase 
Parlor

7 pm, New Moon Esbat, Parish Hall

23
10:45 am, Youth Chat, Youth Room

12 pm, Youth Group, Youth Room

12-2 pm, Radical Hospitality Workshop 
w/Terasa Cooley, Parish Hall

2-5 pm, Cookout and Softball Game, 
Houghton’s Pond

30
10:45 am, Youth Chat, Youth Room

12 pm, Youth Group, Youth Room

12-4 pm, Celebrate Milton!, 
Milton High School

ALL SUNDAYS
8:45 am – Meetinghouse Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 am – Meditation & Silent Prayer: Children’s Church 

10:30 am – Worship

11:40 am – Children’s Choir: Children’s Church

12:00 pm – Youth Choir: Children’s Church



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
3
Labor Day 

4
7 pm, AA, 
Parish Hall 

5
7:30 pm, B&G 
Worknight, 
Kitchen & 
Parish Hall

6
7 pm, AA, 
Activity Room

7:30 pm, B&G 
Worknight, 
Kitchen & 
Parish Hall

7 8
7 pm, Cafe Blue 
Hills, 
Parish Hall

Choir In-Gathering

10
7:30 pm, Yoga, 
Parish Hall

11
7 pm, AA, 
Parish Hall 

12 13
7 pm, AA, Parish 
Hall 

7 pm, Caring 
Circle,  Library 

14 15

17
7:30 pm, Yoga,  
Parish Hall

18
7 pm, AA, 
Parish Hall 

19
7 pm, Sustainable 
Milton, Chase 
Parlor

20
6:30 pm, Teacher 
Development 
Workshop, Activity 
Room

7 pm, AA, Parish 
Hall 

21
6:30 pm, Teacher 
Development 
Workshop, 
Activity Room

7 pm, Autumn 
Equinox, Parish 
Hall 

22

24
7:30 pm, Yoga, 
Parish Hall

25
7 pm, AA, 
Parish Hall 

26 27
7 pm, AA, Parish 
Hall 

28 29
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The Office Update

By Reva Williams, 
Administrative Assistant

Amidst the clatter, bang and hum 
of saws and hammers, your trusty 
First Parish office has persevered in 
implementing a few administrative 
changes for the upcoming year.  Some 
of them were easy changeovers and 
a few will take some head scratching 
before they’re fully in our brains, but 
we can already feel the smoothing out 
of operations.

Thanks to the expertise of Chuck 
Hagenbuch, we now have a new 
calendar system in place that will 
streamline all of First Parish’s space 
and time needs, while helping us do a 
better job of keeping track of the hap-
penings in all our spaces.

As you can see, we’ve gone back 
to a printed newsletter. The e-version 
was a valiant effort, but a computer 
screen just can’t compete with page 
turning.  We hope you enjoy the 

change.
In a continuing effort to better 

connect us to one another, we’ve also 
been organizing and entering the fam-
ily data you sent us over the summer. 
From having a church directory that is 
truly up-to-date and accurate to doing 
a better job of utilizing the wide variety 
of gifts and talents in this congregation, 
we’re excited about how our database 
is racing past thin to beefy with correct 
and pertinent information.  Thanks for 
all your swift form-filling-out; you made 
the data-gathering process a pain-free 
experience!

Feeling ambushed about forgotten 
upcoming Sunday volunteering will 
now be a thing of the past (we hope).  
Instead of just sending out a weekly 
e-mail reminder a few days before the 
Sunday on which you will be serving, 
we will now also snail-mail a monthly 
reminder to each family that is par-
ticipating.  We hope this earlier and 
more tangible “head’s up” will keep the 
scrambling to find a replacement to the 
barest of minimums. 

We have new First Parish bro-
chures dedicated to introducing our 
RE programs, our music, Social Action, 
and worship! Visitors and seekers are 
always asking for more information 
about this church and what goes on 
here. We now have colorful and infor-
mative brochures that will help get any 
newcomer acquainted as they go about 
the process of finding a church home. 

And lastly, the office is in the midst 
of a changeover in personnel.  I am 
transitioning out of my role as admin-
istrative assistant and making way for 
Ashley Crittenden, an overly-qualified, 
wonderful woman who seems more 
than up to the challenge of creating 
order out of any of the chaos I am leav-
ing behind.  Thanks so much to all of 
you for making last year a really great 
secretarial experience (which is saying 
a lot, believe me).  My husband and 
I are planning on continuing to at-
tend church here, so we’ll still see you 
regularly.

Reva

ADULT SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERINGS
continued from page 4

Silent Prayer and Meditation

Contact: Tracey Robinson

Sundays, 9:00-9:30 am, Children’s 
Church

“I enjoy the silence in a church before 
the service more than any sermon,” 
wrote Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Each 
week, we offer an opportunity for 
those for whom this is true to gather in 
our Children’s Church at 9am.  We of-
fer a brief reading on a spiritual theme, 
followed by 30 minutes of silence, and 
then conclude with a time for spoken 
reflection.  Whether you’re new to 
silence or a longtime practitioner, you 
are welcome to join us for this restor-
ing practice.

The New UU

Contacts: Robin Barraza and the Rev. 

Parisa Parsa

Are you new to First Parish?  Are you 
new to Unitarian Universalism?  Have 
you been attending services for many 
years, but still feel new?  This course 
is for you!  The course will begin 
with the sharing of personal religious 
odysseys, discuss Unitarian Universal-
ism 101, explain the ins and outs of 
First Parish, and explore issues within 
Unitarian Universalism today.

Film Series

A film series will offer a chance to 
reflect on current events and discuss 
their meaning through the lens of our 
Unitarian Universalist values and prin-
ciples.  If you would like to be part of 
a small group to select films and lead 
discussion, please contact Parisa.  Films 
will be scheduled throughout the year.  
Watch the newsletter and weekly an-
nouncements for more details.

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group

Pam Dorsey, Leader

Contact Pam for information about 
worship and events: (617) 698-0057

Yoga 

Contact: Patty Dobrindt

Monday evenings at 7:30-9 pm, Parish 
Hall

Yoga classes include stretching exercis-
es, yoga postures, breathing techniques 
and relaxation.  Each participant 
progresses at his/her own pace.  The 
benefits from yoga include increased 
flexibility, increased flow of life force 
through your body, and relief from 
tension and nervousness.  Come and 
learn this wonderful way to reduce 
stress and revitalize yourself.

Cost: $8/session.
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All fall and spring 
teachers and RE 
Committee members 
are required to attend.
All congregants who 
are interested are 
welcome to attend! 
Thursday and Friday, Sep-
tember 20-21, Activity 
Room, 6:30-9 pm
Dinner and childcare included

Please RSVP to Robin Bar-
raza by September 10, 2007: 
dre@fpmilton.org; 617.698.6329

The purpose of this Involve workshop 
is to train teachers to minister to chil-
dren with special challenges and insure 
their successful inclusion into the life 
of our UU congregations.  The Involve 
workshop includes 4 hours of training. 
This two night training will incorporate 
teaching strategies, behavioral modifica-
tion, sensitivity training, hands-on train-
ing activities, and discussions concern-
ing pastoral and congregational care.

Serving children with special needs 
is an immensely complicated process.  
While our churches are not social 
service agencies, it is critically important 
for religious education, pastoral care 
and social advocates to understand 

the complexity and enormous chal-
lenges and stress families experience 
with a special needs child.  In order to 
provide an effective 
and compassionate 
ministry, congregations 
need to understand the 
complex spiritual, ethi-
cal and moral concerns 
that affect how we as 
a society treat children 
and youth with special 
needs.  Involve training 
will help us build a 
welcoming ministry for 
all families that want 
to attend our churches.  
Opening our hearts 
and minds to serving 
children with special needs strength-
ens our commitment to the Unitarian 
Universalist principle of affirming the 
worth and dignity of every person.  
Ministering to children with differences 
helps us not only to be more creative 
about ministry to all our children, but 
also helps us as adults to reassess or 
reaffirm our own beliefs.  Lessons of 
compassion, caring and an acceptance 
of differences benefit all of us, young 
and old.

Workshop leader Sally Patton, Ed. 
M. Developmental Psychology has ad-
vocated and worked for children with 
disabilities for over 35 years.  For the 
past several years, she has written and 
conducted workshops on ministering 
to children with special needs in faith 
communities and on spiritual parent-
ing of children who have been labeled.  
She also offers private consultations for 

parents who are interested in exploring 
the spiritual questions that arise from 
parenting a child with a special needs 

label.  Sally is the 
author of Welcoming 
Children with Special 
Needs, a Guidebook 
for Faith Communi-
ties. Sally conducts 
Involve Trainings 
around the country to 
train religious educa-
tors, ministers, and 
lay leaders to assist 
and educate faith 
communities as to the 
importance of minis-
tering to children with 
special challenges.  

Sally is the mother of two children, one 
of whom has special needs.

Teacher Development Workshop 
with Sally Patton

Welcoming All Children and Youth into Our Faith Communities

The Officers of 
First Parish 

Parish Committee Chair: 
Tracey Robinson

Vice Chair: Sylvia Stoddart
Clerk: Mark Ostrem

Treasurer: James May
Parish Committee Members: 

Chris Pitt
Mallory Digges

Deb Larson-Venable
Christa Ayoub

Diane Fallon Johnson
Michael Grant
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Karl Sharicz Opens 2007-08 Season at 

Cafe Blue Hills

“Fenwick’s Friends” 
take the stage at 8 pm 
for the annual songwriters 
in-the-round exravaganza. 

Carrie Cheron, Laura 
Brereton, Kevin Griffin 
and Ben Willmott join 

Fenwick Macmillan to take 
turns in the alternating format.   

This time the songwriters have 
been given an assignment: Write a song 
about somethig you’re grateful for and 
bring your favorite “cover song” to 
share. 

Karl Sharicz opens the show at 7 
pm with tunes from his soon to be 
released CD “Flaming June” Karl is 
an acomplished percussionist, turned 
songwriter and has a unique ability 
to reach out and grab audiences with 
catchy melodies reminiscent of the Brit-
ish Invasion. 

He’s quite cool too. Here’s hoping 
he brings his Cajon and hangs all night!

A Little Note 
from the 
Children’s 
Choir and 
Youth Singers

By Pat Neves and Joel Hiller

Welcome back everyone! We hope 
that you had a wonderful summer 
filled with lots of music and fun in 
the sun.  As we begin the new season 
and our calendars begin to quickly fill, 
we’d like to remind you of the musical 
opportunities for children and youth at 
First Parish. It’s a great way for children 
to be involved in the First Parish com-
munity, while having fun in a safe and 
supportive environment.

The children’s choir and youth sing-
ers normally rehearse immediately after 
the Sunday morning service during 
Social Hour in the Children’s Church.  
During the fall, we will begin rehearsals 
for out Thanksgiving Intergenerational 
and Christmas services, as well as our 
monthly services in the Children’s 

Church.  Rehearsals will be posted in 
the Sunday announcements and calen-
dar of events.

First Parish is blessed with so many 
talented young singers and musicians!  
We look forward to seeing everyone 
who has participated in the past, and 
we are always looking to welcome new 
members.  Parents, please let us know 
if your child is interested in singing with 
us. Your help and new ideas are always 
welcome and greatly appreciated. Previ-
ous singing experience and reading are 

not required for the younger children.  
Our goal is to make the children’s and 
youths’ music experience a fun and 
meaningful part of their First Parish 
life.

If you have a child who is in-
terested in joining who has not 
signed up yet.  Please contact Pat 
or Joel at 617.595.7596 or email 
p.neves@comcast.net. 
Thank you!
 

Karl Sharicz

front row left to right: Zoe Doherty, Henry Anderson, Zach Doherty, Eva Hiller, 
Isabella Scott, Rose Burrows and Alex Malmstrom 

Back Row: Aurelia Paquette, Austin Scott and Emma Jehanno

Saturday, September 8th at 7PM  
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 iCelebrate Milton!
 

 
iCelebrateMilton! is a registered nonprofit effort of Milton residents who 

actively encourage Milton’s diverse populations to appreciate and enjoy one 
another.

We sponsor many local initiatives. Most notably, an annual event has drawn 
thousands of residents annually since its beginning 13 years ago. Our Community 
Builder Awards recognize residents who do an outstanding job of supporting our 

mission. Our annual financial grants encourage community support of that mission.

THE EVENT DATE:

Sunday, September 30, 2007

Noon-4
Milton High School

OUR MISSION

We are committed to bringing diverse people together
from across the community.

* * *
We are determined to help make the community more interactive by promoting a 

deeper understanding of one another. 
* * * 

We are further committed to the development of new initiatives fostering social 
justice, peace and harmony within our town. 
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U = Usher
C = Chalice Lighter
F = Flowers
H = Host Team
A = Parish Committee Announcer

AT BAT

September 9
U:  Mallory Digges, Laurie Macintosh
C:  Alex Malmstrom
F:  Mallory Digges
H:  Denise Strang, Andy Strang, Tracey Robinson, 
Mike Bello, Tasha Bello
A:  Tracey Robinson

September 16
U:  Elizabeth Menne, Tim Steele
C:  Andrew Steele
F:  The Macmillan Family
H:  Natalie Monroe, Craig Przan, 
Katherine Perzan, Zach Perzan
A:  Tracey Robinson

September 23
U: Tom Kemp, Judith Darrell-Kemp
C:  Katherine Steele
F:  Judith Darrell-Kemp
H:  Elizabeth Menne, Tim Steele, Nancy Devine, 
June Scott
A:  Michael Grant

September 30
U:  Mathew Najarian, Gillian Najarian
C:  Ryan Najarian
F:  Rosina Coolidge
H:  Rosine Afshar, Deb Larson-Venable, Richard     
Venable, Susan Monack
A:  Diane Fallon Johnson

ON DECK

October 7
U: Tom White, Ellen White
C:  Henry Anderson
F:  Allison Zippay
H:   Cathy Bly, Alyson Allen, Debbie Alsebai, 
Julie Baker
A: Deb Larson-Venable

October 14
U:  Chad Williams, Reva Williams
C:  Will Macmillan
F:  Tom White, Ellen White
H:  Cheryl Giddings, Rob Giddings, Christa 
Ayoub, Joe Ayoub
A:  Chris Pitt

October 21
U:  Elaine Craghead, Rosine Afshar
C:  Allegra Giddings
F:  Rosine Afshar
H:  Susan Phillips, Ted Phillips, John Bartley, 
Barbara Nathan
A:  Sylvia Stoddart

October 28
U:  Susan Phillips, Ted Phillips
C:  Jack Macmillan
F:  Robinson/Kull Family
H:  Tom & Ellen White, Ann White & Ann Hallet
A:  Mallory Digges
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